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BOOKS OF THE MONTH

the'next =
readily available 7815/7915 15V IC
g e n e rG tl O n regulators, modified to provide the

extra £2V.

| found the chapters on volume and
balance controls and signal switching
particularly illuminating, if only
because these are aspects of audio
equipment that we most often take for
granted, rarely giving them a second
thought unless they fail. It is reassur-
ing to read that while a mechanical
switch is as “on” as the resistance of
its contacts and connections allows, it
is, in general terms, a good deal less
“off” —typically, “the offness is only -
66dB, and grounding the unused side
of the switch only improves offness by
about 2dB,” Self writes. (So that’s why
at high levels you can still hear muted
channels on a Mackie mixer if you
leave the channel faders up!)

The author then examines a num-
ber of alternatives to mechanical
switches, with a view to increasing
signal attenuation in the “off” position
and eliminating the annoying click
when the switch is actuated. Like
Huber and Runstein, Self maintains a
website to which he adds new materi-
al on an ongoing basis, and where he
can be contacted by readers wishing
to discuss matters in detail.

The website also contains a list of
printing errors that should be consult-
ed prior to constructing any of the cir-
cuits in the book, since some compo-
nent values are incorrectly printed in
the book (http://www.douglas-
self.com/ampins/books/errata.htm).

Finally, PCBs, kits, and completely

The same bold, brilliant, bright light...now 5 e sosaeot someofve

designs in the book can be obtained
with interchangeable lens kits. onlne at a companion website,
www.signaltransfer.freeuk.com.

At $73.95 Small Signal Audio
Design isn’t cheap, but it may just
motivate you to dig out your soldering
iron, roll up your sleeves, and sit down
at the bench for a satisfying afternoon
that will no doubt drag on into the
evening. It might even make you feel
like a kid again. — Alan Hardiman &

Available In:
e T00W or 200W
* RGBW or Variable White

¢ 16° & 24° Interchangeable Lens Kits
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